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Abstract

The climate crisis has spurred debates about how to address
the relocation of whole communities away from vulnerable
areas. To investigate this issue, a comparative case study was
conducted of two initially similar Honduran resettlements
buile for survivors of Hurricane Mitch (1998) by two
different organizations in subsequent years.

Twelve years after the hurricane, one resettlement had high
crime, low participation, and low social capital, while the
other maintained a high degree of safety and social health.
Drawing on ethnography, interviews, and surveys, the data
suggests that displaced groups need significant external
support and guidance to develop from a resettlement into a

community.
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